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SUBJECT: ENRICO AILLAUD TO BE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO SOVIET UNION 

1. THE EMBASSY IS RELIABLE INFORMED (WE UNDERSTAND AN 
ARTICLE HAS ALSO APPEARED IN THE FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE 
ZEITUNG) THAT ENRICO AILLAUD, PRESENTLY ITALIAN AMBASSADOR 
TO THE GDR WILL BE HIS COUNTRY'S NEXT AMBASSADOR TO THE 
SOVIET UNION. AILLAUD IS SCHEDULED TO TAKE UP HIS NEW 
DUTIES IN THE LATE SUMMER. 

2. ITALY'S AMBASSADOR IN VIENNA, PRAGUE AND WARSAW PRIOR 
TO COMING TO EAST BERLIN IN THE FALL OF 1973, AILLAUD IS 
ONE OF HIS COUNTRY'S MOST EXPERIENCED COMMUNIST EXPERTS. 
HOWEVER, THE PLANNED MOVE TO MOSCOW COMES AS SOMETHING 
OF A SURPIRSE TO LOCAL OBSERVERS SINCE IT HAD BEEN 
ASSUMED THAT AT AGE 65 THIS WOULD BE AILLAUD S LAST 
DIPLOMATIC POST. MOREOVER, AILLAUD HAD APPARENTLY HAD 
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TO HIS CAREER AND REPORTEDLY SETTLED FOR EAST BERLIN AS 
A CONSOLATION PRIZE. HENCE, THE PRESENT NEWS MIRRORS A 
RATHER REMARKABLE TURNABOUT IN AILLAUD'S FORTUNES. 

3. A IT .LAUD WAS THE THIRD NATO AMBASSADOR TO ARRIVE IN 
EAST BERLIN AND IS THE FIRST TO DEPART THE POST. SINCE 
PRESENTING HIS CREDENTIALS ON OCTOBER 1, 1973, HE HAS 
BEEN ONE OF THE LOCAL CORPS' MOST ACTIVE MEMBERS. 

ILLUSTRATIVE OF HIS STYLE AND ACHIEVEMENTS IN THIS CITY WAS 
THE MINOR SENSATION CREATED BY HIS DECEMBER 1973 LUNCHEON 
FOR ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY CHIEF BERLINGUER WHICH WAS 
ATTENDED BY SED FIRST SECRETARY HONECKER. DURING HIS 
TENURE, ITALY SUCCEEDED IN CONCLUDING A LONG-TERM ECONOMIC 
AND SCIENTIFIC-TECHNICAL AGREEMENT WITH THE GDR AS WELL 

AS MOUNTING IN BERLIN AN EXHIBIT OF MODERN ITALIAN 
SCULPTURE, WHICH WAS PRECEDED BY LONG AND DIFFICULT 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE EAST GERMANS. 

4. AN ACTIVE AND CHARMING HOST, A IT .LAUD IS REPUTED TO BE 
A DIFFICULT AND DEMANDING SUPERVISOR. HE IS A FIRST-RATE 
POLITICAL OBSERVER AND ANALYST. AND EXTREMELY CORDIAL 
IN HIS DEALINGS WITH AMERICANS. HE IS PARTIAL 

TO NEW ORLEANS WHERE HE SERVED AS CONSUL GENERAL IN THE 
1950S AND WHERE A DAUGHTER WAS BORN. AILLAUD IS ABLY SUPPORTED 
BY HIS WIFE WHO HAS. HOWEVER, BEEN ABSENT FROM BERLIN 
FOR PROTRACTED PERIODS ALLEGEDLY DUE TO HER SENSITIVITY 
TO THE COLD WINTERS.COOPER 
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